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ADVERTISEMENT. 
| Ty E Writer of the following pages pre- 
| ſents them with diffidence to the Public, | 
| cConſcious of its many imperfections re- | 
1 ſulting from the want of ability, and want _ ö 
of leiſure. His motives are honeſt, his 
intentions are virtuous, and his moſt 
axxious wiſh is to promote the happineſs 
of mankind in general, and of his coun. 
trymen in particular. Many parts of the 
Minifterial Pamphlet remain unanſwered ; 
but as the Replyer deſires only to guard 
his brethren from the deluſions of ſophiſtry 
and the deceptions of falſehood, he thinkg 
it unneceſſary to ſwell his work to an 
enormous bulk; and if he has ſufficiently | 
expoſed the artifices uſed by the Author | 
of the Conſiderations,” to caution the 
well-meaning part of. his eountrymen, his 


endeavours will have > horn crowned with 0 
ſucgeſs. T 
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A LATE ublieatoa, entitled, ce Coieration 

upon the Slate of Public Affairs in the year 1799, in 
Ireland,” as the work of an unauthorized individual 

like myſelf, I ſhould conceive to be completely be- 
death my attention; but as the production of a confi- 

dential miniſterialiſt, I think it the duty of an honeſt 

Irichman to offer ſome remarks on the performance. 
Viewing i it merely in the light of a combination of 
weak miſrepreſentatians, ' puerile , conceits, and 
groundleſs aſſertions, I deſpiſe the fabrication; but 
regarding it as a work publiſhed under the auſpices of 
Government, andcirculated induſtrioufly as the com- 
poſition of a nobleman ſaid to be well acquainted with 
the affairs of this country, I feel an anxiety to contra 
dict what I think ſcarcely worthy of refutation. I can-- 
not avoid conſidering this pamphlet as by far the moſt 

| abſurd and irrational of the many which have been 
written to enlighten the poor ignorant Iriſb, in regard 
to the advantageous alterations inſeparable from the 
meaſure of a Legiſlative Union with Great Britain. 
Where the author intends to excite admiration; he 
_ attracts only ridicule ; where he means to raiſe reſent- 
ment, he occaſions only contempt ; and where he en- 
deavours to diſunite the different ſects of Triſhmen, 
be only ſtrengghens the bonds of [I and affec- 
' C 


8 . 
tion. I am aſtoniſhed at the ignorance of liumart-_ 
nature in general, and of the Jiſb nature in particu- 
lar, which is evinced throughout the whole of this 
elaborate performance; and I know not whether to 
admire moſt, the folly of him who compoſed, or 
the weakneſs of thoſe who diſtributed this work. 
with an intention of demonſtrating - the propriety, | 
advantage, and neceſſity of that meaſure, The in- 
numerable abſurdities and incongruities of language 
and of ſtyle, perceptible in every paragraph, as mat» 
ters of comparatively ſmall importance, I ſhall paſs 
by unnoticed ; and, leaving the manner unmoleſted, 
confine my obſervations to the matier. | 
Sorry indeed am I to confeſs that the Britiſh Mis - 
niſter had not any cauſe to fear « on the part of Ire- 
land a juſt oppoſition or national diſlike to the mea- 
ſure :” it is long ſince he has met with any thing 
either juſt or rational amongſt thoſe with whom he 
has been connected in this « devoted land,” and he 
had therefore but too much reaſon to expect that he 
would be ſupported, as uſual, with the moſt eager 
ſubſerviency (by the powerful men of this country} 
in every plan he might wiſh to introduce for the pur- 
poſe of ſubjugating and impoveriſhing a nation 
which he fears and deteſts. But at length he has 
diſcovered his miſtake ; he has found that even 
amongſt the friends to Britiſh connexion, there are 
enemies to Britiſh uſurpation; and he knows that 
amongſt the moſt loyal men in the kingdom, there 
are individuals who poſſeſs ſufficient ſpirit and vir- 
tue to oppoſe his pernicious innovations. 


The confuſion of ſtyle obſervable 1 in the ” Conũ- : 
| © derations,” 


— * 


Tm 
| &crations,” renders it a difficult matter to follow the 
author's train of reaſoning ; but when he attempts to 


prove (or rather infinuates an aſſertion) that dc the | 


final ſettlement of 1782” has been productive of all 
the recent calamities which have convulſed this 
iſland, it is hardly poſſible to ſuppreſs emotions of 
rifibility at the abſurdity of the fiftion, He might 


as well attempt to perſuade us that cc the final ſettle- 


ment of 1982” had occaſioned the French revolution, 
or the conqueſt of Egypt; and, in the event of this 


Legiſlative Union taking place, I ſhould not be ſur- - 


prized if ſuch a writer were gravely to inform us, that 


the next nayal victory of a Duncan or a Nelſon was _ 


entirely produced by the ſucceſs of that « glorious? 
meaſure, The aſtoniſhing greatneſs of mind which 


dictated this plan is ſo far above the comprehenſion. 


of ignorant Iriſhmen, that they muſt be pardoned for 


not beſtowing on it that degree of admiration which 


it claims: indeed the majority of them are ſilly 
enough to imagine that a few trivial conceſſions 
{fuch as Catholic emancipation, abolition of tythes, 
&c. &c.) more adapted to the level of their weak 
and uncultivated minds, would contribute more to- 


wards the tranquillization of their country than the 


overwhelming benefit which would probably prove 


to Hibernia ſuch a ut 1 did we I | 


| w_ to Tarpia, 


\ 


* What did the mhale — Spain FREY a few Sn: pro- 


L yinces, when all the people were enraged by opprefli ion? How many | 


armies were loſt > How many millions fooliſhly ſquandered, to recover 


by force, what @ fexv jaſt conceſſions would ha ve done at once? 
Cato's Letters, 3d Vol. p 217. 
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- * Tr is almoſt unneceſſary, in this country, to declara 
that the noble author miſtakes moſt egregiouſly, 
when he aſſerts that the meaſure of a Legiſlative 
Union was rejected in the Iriſh Houſe of Commons 


| becauſe © it was ſuppoſed to contain ſomething hu- 


miliating to the pride and dignity of Ireland,” and I 
mult be excuſed for ſaying that I ſuſpe& this miſre- 

preſentation, and many others, have been deſignedly 
inſerted for the purpoſe of deceiving thoſe unpreju- 
| diced inquirers who may not have the opportunities 
requiſite for obtaining accurate information, How- 
ever, leſt the noble author ſhould happen to be real- 
ly miſinformed in this reſpect, I muſt tell him, that 


the inſulted dignity of the Iriſh nation was merely a 


ſecondary - conſideration ; and that the Houſe of 
Commons rejected the beneficent. offer becauſe they 
were convinced that the meaſure muſt be accompa- 
nied by deſtruction to themſelves, their families, their 
poſterity, their properties, and their country. They 
Knew that if it were advantageous, it would never 
have been offered; and they alſo knew. that had the 
Intentions of Miniſters been honeſt, it would never 
have been introduced in a manner ſo inſidious, and 
at a time ſo improper. It is probable that many 
members of that houſe (amongſt whom are ſome of 
the beſt informed and. moſt enlightened men of the 
nation) had long ſince confidered and weighed the 

advantages attendant on ſuch a plan, by which they 
diſcovered the impoffibility that any modification of 
_ a Legiſlative Union could ever prove beneficial to 
this cauntry, unleſs ſuch as would be injurious 10 
| Grear Britain, - Inſtead, therefore, of ſhunning the 


 ciſcuſſioq 


Hy | 
diſcuſton of this queſtion, leſt it ſhould * expoſe. - 
the people to the temptation and danger of over- 
lookiag the affront, in the utility of the meaſure,” 
they ſhunned it becauſe they feared that the palpa- 


le injuſtice of the attempt, might rouſe the ſinking 


ſpirit of revolt, and rekindle the dormant flames of 
diſaffection, However inſignificant an unſucceſsful 

rebellion may appear in the eyes of Britiſh Miniſ- 
ters, it is by no means an unimportant event in the 
contemplation of men, whoſe perſons and proper- 
ties are expoſed to deſtruction in the conflict; and 
It is very natyral that ſuch men ſhould be anxious to 
prevent any debate from which thoſe detrimental 
conſequences were likely to reſult, 

I have ſcarcely patience to ſtrip the maſk m . 
the weak impoſture of this work, and can hardly 
ſuppoſe that the flimſy covering is capable of con- 
cealing from the moſt ſuperficial obſeryer, the de- 
formity of the changeling's countenance. The at- 
tempt to throw up a new barrier between rich and 
poor, Proteſtant and Catholic, ſpeakers of Engliſh 


and ſpeakers of Iriſh, is equally futile and abſurd. 


It is not by telling the Proteſtants that they are a 
race of foreigners, Britiſh ſettlers, the uſurpers of 
à tract of land; jt is not by telling the Catholics that 


they are the natives of the country, the rightful 


poſſeſſors, the antient inhabitants; that the noble 
author (or ten thouſand ſimilar to the noble author) 
could diſunite the real patriots of Ireland; and it 
will require very little knowledge of the ſtate of 
this country, to prove that it is a baſe miſrepreſen- 
"TD for We cannot forget that among the moſt 
t: | ſervile 
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ſervile adherents of Britiſh oppreſſion, ſeveral are the 
Iineal deſcendants and bear the once honorable names 
of Iriſh chieftains, and that ſome of the warmeſt 
and nobleſt defenders of the rights and liberties of 
Erin, are among the poſterity of uſurpers!!! In 
fact, the deſcendants of the various nations which 
have at various times ſettled in this iſland, are now 
fo blended together that it would be impoſſible, 
except amongſt a very. few families, to determine 
which had moſt Scythian, which moſt Spaniſh, 
which moſt Daniſh, and whieh moſt Britiſh blood 
In their veins. In my opinion the man who has 
naw the beſt title to the appellation of Iriſhman, 
is the inhabitant who loves his countrymen, who 
promotes the proſperity and who reſpects the inde- 
pendence of Ireland. If we are to believe antient 
writers on this ſubject, we have reaſon to ſuppoſe 
that formerly no people were ſo completely Iriſh, as 
thoſe immediately deſcended from Engliſh ſettlers; 
and Spencer (who appears to be almoſt as much 
prejudiced againſt an Iriſhman or a Papiſt, as even 
the noble author) ſays expreſsly of the Engliſh colo- 
niſts, that -«« ſome of them are degenerated, and 
ce grown mere Iriſh ; yea, and more malicious to the 
„ Engliſh, than the Iriſh themſelves.“ In another 
place he fays, the reſt which dwelt in Connaught 
ce and in Mounſter, which is the ſweeteſt ſail of Ire- 
« land, and ſome in Leinſter and Ulſter, are dege- 
« nerate ; yea, and ſome of them have quite ſhaken 
ce off the Engliſh names, and put on Iriſh, that they. 


80 9 0 be altogether Iriſh.” In another place be 


ſays, that ſome « * quite ad off both their Engr 


TY 
te liſh name and allegiance : fince which time they 
ce have ſo remained ſtil}, and have ſince been count. 


« ed mere Iriſh. The very like is alſo reported of the 
cc Mack-ſwynes, Mac-mahones, and Mac-ſhehies 


ce of Mounſter, how they likewiſe were anciently _ 
« Engliſh, and the old followers to the Earl of Deſ- 


t mond; until the reign of King Edward the Fourth: 


\ 


cc at which time the Earl of Deſmond that then 


&« was, called Thomas, being through falſe ſubor- 
re nation (as they ſay) of the Queen, for ſome of- 


« fence by her againſt him conceived, brought to 
cc his death at Tredagh moſt unjuſtly, notwithſtand- | 
<« ing that he was a very good and ſound ſubject to 


« the King; thereupon all his kinſmen of the Ge- 


ce raldines, which then was a mighty family in 


tc Mounſter, in revenge of that huge wrong, roſe 
te into arms againſt the King, and utterly renounced 


« and forſook all obedience to the Crown of Eng- 


— 


« land; to whom the ſaid Mac- ſwines, Mac- ſhehies, 


ec and Mac- mahones, being then ſervants and fol- 
c lowers, did the like, and have ever ſithence ſo 


« continued. And with them (they fay) all the peo 
« ple of Mounſter went out, and many other of 


« them which were Engliſh, thenceforth joined with 
ce the Iriſh againſt the King, and termed themſelves 
« very Iriſh, taking on them Iriſh habits and cuſ- 
c toms, which could never ſince be clean wiped 
way; but the contagion bath. ane till 
ec amongſt their poſterities. 


«, , . Other great houſes there be of the Fo 


« liſh in Inland; which through licentious converſ- 
Ling with the Iriſh, or ne or foſtering with 


"> 


cc them, 


12 
= athens, or lack of meet nurture, or other. ſuch un⸗ 
4 happy occaſions, have degenerated from their an- 
« cient dignities.” In this paſſage there are two 
things deſerving of the noble author's attention ; firſt 
the early degenerateneſs of the Engliſh colony, and ſe- 
condly the cauſe which impelled the Geraldines and 
ſo many. other families to become * mere Iriſh.” 
It appears as if there was in Ireland a peculiar prone- 
neſs to aft. late the deſcendants of coloniſts, and as 
obſervations of this nature have been ſo frequently i 
made at different times, it is much to be feared that 
thete is ſomething peſtilential in the air, which occa- 
ſions this extraordinary inſanity; and as no antidote 
of ſufficient ſtrength to protect the multitude, has 
yet been diſcovered, I muſt recommend to the no- 
ble author and his Engliſh friends to ſhun this con- 
tagious air, and to import into their civilized land” 
all the inhabitants of this iſle who ns Britiſh Fre 
| ternitꝭ to Iriſh Independence. 
1 ſhould wiſh to be inſorined how many hundred 
| years the noble author. ſuppoſes it neceſſary fot 4 
race of people to inhabit a country, before they can 
acquire the appellation of natives; whether Ireland 
* requires a longer reſidence to beſtow this title than = 
© other lands, and (in the caſe of an iſland being | | 
peopled in'different parts by colonies from different 
| nations) which part of the country is ſuppoſed to ap- 
pertain to the rightful inhabitants? The noble 
author would be much ſurpriſed if the inhabitants 
of Wales were to denominate the inhabitants of 
England a colony of uſurpers, or if the people of 
France were to pretend to a power over Great Bri- 
6 | " tain ig 


133 
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Ma, becauſe that many hundred years 490 ſome 0. 
the natives of that country invaded and planted co- 
lonies in the iſland; and were any Welch of French 
pamphleteers to hazard ſuch ati aſſertion, the Eng- 
liſh would very juſtly conſider them as dligible in- 
habitants of Bedlam. The noble author will (I bes 
lieve) confeſs that what he calls the « Engliſh co 
lony,” has been ſettled in Ireland ragher longer 
than the inhabitants of North America in their por- 
tion of the Weſtern world, and yet he allows to the 
latter their appropriate appellation. It appears 48 
if he intended to reproach the Irith ſettlers for hot 
having long ſince employed the ſame exertions for 
Liberty, which beſtowed a name, a character, and 
à conſtitution on the American ſettlers: but the no- 
ble author ſhould recollect, that nations will endure 
very numerous and ſevere oppreſſtons, before theß 
will have recourſe to the violent operations of Re- 
yvolution; and probably had America been very little 
leſs oppreſſed, it would remain at this day a depen- 


dent province of Great Britain. It is difficult to 


Produce, and eaſy. to prevent, Revolutions; but 
there is a degree of tyranny which no nation can 
endure. Men ſeldom fight about the forms or 
names of Government for let the form be ever ſo 
imperfect, or the name ever ſo offenſive, make 
755 people happy, and you may make chem a 


* Philoſophical Survey of the South of ROK 


wil men enjoy protection, plenty and happineſs, they wil . des 
Fre to continue them, and never look after Revoluti6us ; . 
therefore, wheever would endeavour to preſerve & preſent eſtabliſhment, 
muſt make the people caſy and contented under it, and to fiad_theit own 


- account inthe continuance of it, 
| Cato's Letters, 2d vel p. 86. 
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For my own part, ſuppoſing that I were to coll | 


der hereditary monarchs in the abſtract as ridicus 


| Jous as ever did Thomas Paine, yet I could idolize 
a King, whoſe mild and judicious adminiſtration be- 
ſtowed on his ſubjects rational liberty and virtuous 

| happineſs : and though a Republican form of go- 


vernment ſhould be thought in theory the beſt cal- 
culated to promote the morality and felicity of 4 
ſtate, I ſhould glory in the ſubverſion of one, which 
under that name, had proved iſelf vicious and _ 
tyrannical.* _ | 
I lament the noble authot's difficulty i in under - 
ſtanding that barbarous term, Ireland; and left he 
ſhould miſconceive my meaning, when I happen to 
make uſe of the vulgar appellation in the courſe of 
the following pages, I ſhall briefly inform him, that 
when I mention this ſavage word, I mean to ſig- 
nify an ĩſlandſ (ſometimes called Hibernia, Innisfail, 
or Erin,) ſurrounded by the Atlantic Occan, which 


ſeparates it from every other land; temperate, fertile 


and ſalubrious; bleſſed with the fineſt bays and 


moſt commodious harbours in the known world ; 1 


particularly adapted for commerce and indepens« 
dence; peopled by a numerous, healthy and cou- 
rageous race, who are (like the inhabitants of moſt _ 
other ggg eee of the er va» 


* All ieee under whatſoever form _ are adinioillered, * 
to be adminiſtered for the good of ſociety ; and when they are otherwiſe ad- 


15 ininiſtered, they ceaſe e government, and becdtne ufurpation. 


Cato's Letters, 2d Vol. p. 41. 
4 1 * not mean to inſinuate any doubt of the noble author's geographĩ · 


cal knowledge ; dut as loeal circumſtances always affect the national cha- 


rafter of a mon 1 I mention the 25 55 with its inhabitants, Ig 


1s 


yiows colonies from various nations, . 


whom are ſome bad men and many gaqd, ſome 
fools and many wiſe, ſome fervile diſpoſitions and 
many independent characters. The inhabitants may 


he at this time divided into three parta the Britiſh | 


faction, the moderate loyaliſts, and the adygcates for 


revolution. The former, which is the ſmalleſt 
party, comprizes an hoſt of placemen, penſioners, 


and expectants; tyrannical fools, bigoted Proteſt; 


ants, and that fort of menꝰ wha are ready to become 
the partizans of any nation or gavergment who pays 


highly. The ſecond diviſion comprehends all thoſe 
who, from well grounded apprehenſions of anarchy, 


are attached to the exiſting eſtabliſhment; all the 
friends of moderate r form; the independent meme 
bers of both. Houſes. of Parliament; moſt of the 


opulent Roman Catholics ; many mexcantle men, 


gud private gentlemen of "roy The third party 
js compoſed of a great many perſons of brilliant abi 


lirigs, enthubaſtic tempert, 3nd ſmall forzunes.; ſever 


ral men of independent property; a large. prapory | 


tion of the middling claſs, and the majority of the 


lower claſſes of every denomination, This portion = 
of the population, of the country, is at. leaſt equal | 
(if not ſuperior) in number, to the moderate party's | 
but I fear that mal. of the higher claſſes are engr 


gulphed in haps n prey firſt ern n 


* Thak wh Tat bene thetr duty to their inc $ and 1 
cerned \ what becomes of the r reſt of mankind, x would | ors fytancy, f 
| Yhey wa but. i e in its Ty EF OE 
1 dann an 15 vr *. 
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excepting a very few individuals; our men* of high 
rank and large fortune, are creatures whofe hearts 
are contracted, whoſe minds are vulgarized, and 
whoſe morals are depraved. But (thank God) 
there are many virtuous characters in Ireland; and 
it is an ifland which all the ardent: wiſhes'of the no- 
ble author and his teſty partizans, will never unite 
to the Britiſh ſhore, nor 0 phe: r wn the PO 
of the ocean," „, ME. Of 

This author ſeems to Loppole that wi endeavour- 
ing to perſuade the Triſh Proteftints that they are 
Fl dependent colony, he will induce them to become 
ſuch in reality; but however theſe artifices may de 
ceive the timid, the mercenary, and the mean, th 
are too ſhallow to impoſe on the perſbns whom he 
wilhes to cajole. If there were none but Papiſts 
mere 'Triſhmen and deſcendants from Iriſh ' ſepts 
concerned in the late conſpiracy, I ſhall be ſatis 80 
to reſign ' my y reaſon into che hands of Engliſh | 
pots, to believe only their creeds, and to 
fee” only with their eyes: but if it is poffible to 
| prove that in this plot were ' implicated a propor- 
donate number of Proteſtants, deſcendants fröm 
mere Engliſh, and the poſtetity of Britiſh*colpniſts; 
I ſhall continue to credit my own ſcnfes, 0 adhere 
4 to my own faith, and to Bulk my oiwn'teaſtn, weak 


q Herm 303 07 Bariglue 


. Educated in — eee _ 3 taught to Beere 
that greatneſs conſiſts i in pride, inſolence and extravagance z ; and fo, f forthe 
woſt part, want every qualification proper to adorn their characters. 88 
„„ laſt their neceſſſties make them ſubmit to a paltry. 7 
and, inſtead of being the generous aſſertors of public liberty," they ec 
* ind humble inſtruments of power. 


- Cato? Letters, 34 Vel. 5. ao. 
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- and hit as it is. "The unhappy diſtinctions which 
| have too long ſubſiſted amongſt the inhabitants of 
this iſland, are recapitulated in this inſidious yet ab- 
ſurd pamphlet, wich a baſe” intention of renewing 
_ thoſe differences which have been ſo frequently and 
| ſo unfortunately rouſed by ſimilar endeavours ; bur. 
kt is to be hoped that we are now completely aware 
of thoſe malicious attempts, and that Proteſtants, 
Catholics and Diſſenters, will j join in forming an in- 
vincible phalanx t to defend the expiring independence : 
-of their country. My Countrymen! ye who firſt 
drew breath in this perſecuted land! ye who inhale 
the native air of Ireland! let not the arts of thoſe 
who weep not for your ſorrows, who' rejoice not in 
our bleſſings, diſunite you. Remember that Hon are 
retbren, and in your attachment to peace, your ab- 
hotrente of tumult, and your deteſtarion of "Ip; 
| forget not that you are Triſhmen! © 55 
The noble author talks of awakening hi Britiſh 
colony (by which, I ſuppoſe, he means the placemen | 


and penſioners, the ſuckers of Iriſh blood, and the 


ſecoffers at Iriſh' patriotiſm) and I fincerely wiſh that 
| ſome of the noble author's partizans had taken the 
trouble of -awakening him, before he attempred! to 
write on Iriſh affairs; as it is very evident that when 
he entered on the ſubſect, he was unfortunately un- 
derthe impreſſion of ſome' terrific dream, or had juſt 
haken off a Popiſh Incubus. It is to this cauſe 
alone that I can aſcribe the wild idea of a Catholic 
_ Republic,” ſo repeatedly mentioned in the courſe of 
this contemptible production. It is well known 
fhar univerſal mr was one of the principal 


objects 
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objects of the reforming canſpirators, ſo that it will 


be impoſſible to connect them with the Papiſts, by 
the chain of Catholic Republic ;" a whim which 
muſt haye ariſen in the inflated brain of. à porter» 


puffed Engliſhman, as * n due be of 


Iriſh growth. 


The noble author has no need to apologize for 
any of his inſults, That which excites. contempy 
will not occaſion reſentment; and his fancies (op 
whatever elſe he pleaſes to call them) muſt only, be 
deſpiſed : for, as I have before declared, it is the au- 


thority and nat the work. which claims attention. I 


would not ſtop to contradict the impudent, invidi- 

ous, and falſe aſſertions, reſpecting the non-antiquity 

of this iſland, but that it is poſſible that theſe pages 
may be read by Iriſhmen ſo ignorant of the hiſtory 


8 of their native land, as to be induced to give credit 


to theſe groundleſs allegations, For, to the ſhame 
of Ireland I muſt acknowledge, that it has been too 
much the cuſtom to neglect inſtructing our youth in 


the annals of that country, reſpecting which they 


ought to be particularly intereſted ; and even wherg : 
it is thought proper to give them any information 
reſpecting Iriſh hiſtory, it is merelyꝰ the books writ⸗ 
ten by bigoted Proteſtants and prejudiced Engliſh. 


men that they are permitted to peruſe. I muſt he 


pardoned for digreſſing to make ſame obſervationg z 
on a ſubject which is of much importance to real 


Iriſhmen. Amongſt the numerous cauſes which 


'* Such as Temple's account of the {riſh Rebellion of 1641, in which 


we have effdavits (relative to Protaſt aut E befl. ſhrieking for vengeancn | 


'againſt their Papi/? me e to that of "os een Gay 


[on a late occaſion. e 38 | 
; : 180 have | 
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have combiried to render this noble iſland complete - 
iy ſubſervient to the views of Britiſh Miniſters, 
is the ſyſtem of education which has been (with very 
few exceptions) adopted by the higher claſſes of its 
inhabitants. One of the firſt ideas implanted in the 
youthful minds is a contempt for the land they ought 


to love z and one of the firſt principles inculcated, is . 


that of a profound reſpe& for Engliſh manners, 


.  Engliſhcuſtoms, and Engliſh perſons, be they ever 


. fo inelegant, vicious, and contemptible, No educa- - 
tion is conſidered ſo unfaſhionable, no language ſo 
diſcordant, no accent ſo vulgar, as the Iriſh. The 
natural conſequences of thoſe early prejudices are ty= 
_ ranny, diſguſt, and expatriation. Some unworthy 
| fons of Hibernia cannot even be perſuaded that the 
power claſs in their native country are poſſeſſed of 
the common capacities of other peaſants ; and ſome 
of the partizans of Britiſh inſolence even go ſo far 
as to declare, that nothing but extermination and 
new colonization can render Ireland a ſuitable habi- 
tation for enlightened men: but (thanks to the all. 
powerful Being who ſurrounded our country with the 
ocean l) the number of thoſe who ſupport this deteſ- 
table opinion is very infignificant, and thoſe few are 
not remarkable for either talents or information. 
When we conſider the cuſtomary mode of educati 
| on amongſt the higher claſſes of Iriſhmen, and all the 
various methods purſued to anglicixe them, we muſt 
ceaſe to wonder that patriotiſm and public virtue are 
fo rare amongſt'our men of rank and fortune. In 
regard to the peaſantry of Ireland, I know few nati- 
. onal characters which ſo ä attract the ad- 
| miration 
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miration of a liberal mind; but whilft we respect | 
the talents, the courage, the hoſpitality, and genero- 
ſity of our poor and unhappy countrymen, we muſt 
latnent tlie unfortunate diſtortions of virtue, ſo fre- 
quently produced by ceaſeleſs impolicy of treatment. 
However cruelly-harſn uſage may have goaded 
human nature in Ireland, it has not ic degraded. the 


+ "human character,“ and perhaps a day may yet ar- 


rive when this ſhall be demonſttated. But to return 
to the antiquity of my beloved country It is ex- 
tremely difficult to trace the ancient, or indeed the 
modern hiſtory of our iſland, as it has ever been the 


cuſtom of invaders to uſe their utmoſt exertions for 


the purpoſe of deſtroying every monument of anti- 
quity, and annihilating every veſtige of former ſplen- 
dour, which might remind the ſubdued people that 
they had once poſſeſſed independence. Nothing ſo 
much conduces to the ſupport of national virtue, as 
hiſtorical evidences of former celebrity. This the 
Engliſh knew but too well, and the effects of this 
knowledge has been fatally deſtructive to the docu- 
ments of Iriſh literature. However, they have not 
been ſo completely ſucceſsful in their attempts to 
ſuppreſs every proof of the former cultivation and 
glory of this nation, but I may be authorized to aſ- 
ſert, that the civilization of this iſle was long anterior 
to that of Great Britain ; that the arts and fciences 
' were cultivated hefe, in very remote ages; that Ire- 
land was once remarkable for literary knowledge, 
and that multitudes of Iriſh manuſcripts have been 
at various times deſtroyed. by thoſe mercileſs in- 
IO who endeayoured to barbarize a nation 
1 Which 


2 
Which they could not excel. In fact, the ſame pal- 
5 kry policy, ahd ignoble jealouſy, have been obſerv- 
able in all their ſubſequent conduct; and even in 
this enlightened age they may, perhaps, be traced 
| in the preſent project of a Legiſlative Union. It 

is to no purpoſe to contradict the aſſertions of i igno- 
rance ; but I ſhall juſt recommend to the noble au- 
thor the peruſal of thoſe wotks* which treat of an- 
cient Ireland (and have atleaſt as much claim to be- 
lief as thoſe reſpecting other countries,) before he 
expects to gain credit when he affirms, that « all 
uſeful knowledge of 1 it is coeyal with Engliſh con- 
nexion Pe | 

I know not what is meant by ce criminal indul- 
fence to her colony; nor indeed can I diſcovet the 
| Ggnification of many other phraſes adopted in this 
publication; but the hacknied expreſſion of << ber 
colony will not anſwer the purpoſe of the noble au- 
thor, and may occaſion obſervations of which he is 
not aware. It is no honour td the Englith to mark 
| for their deſcendants, all thoſe who are moſt tyran- 
nical, unjuſt, mercenary, and mean; but ] ſhould be 

very willing to reſign them to the parent by whom 

they are claimed, did I not think it neceffary to ex- 
poſe the numerous miſrepreſentations, ignorances, 
and falſchoods, with which this deteſtable compoſi- 
tion abounds. The hoſtile parties are not, by any 
means, ſuch as the noble author appears to ſuppoſe, 
and endeavours to repreſent. They are not the Ca- 
tholic and the ' Proteſtant, the Mileſian and the 


® Spencer's State of Ireland, &c, &c, Sec. 


DD Cromwellian, 
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Cromwellian, the firſt poſſeſſor and the . poſs : 
ſeſſor of the land: No :—But I ſhall not preſume to 


| depict chem. We do not reproach any man with 


the crimes of his anceſtors; we do not oppoſe the 
children through reſentment to the fathers ; but we 
endeavour to reſiſt the progreſs of thoſe who would 
encroach upon our freedom. The ancient wars of 


Ireland, like all other civil wars, have been barba- | 
rous and inhuman but it is difficult (indeed I might 


ſay impoſſible) to aſcertain on which fide the great- 
eſt cruelties were perpetrated, as each party accuſes 
the other: however, all honeſt and unprejudiced 
perſons muſt agree, that the crimes committed by 


men, fighting for the land which they had uſurped, 
muſt be conſidered more atrocious than thoſe of 
men fighting for the property of which they had 
been recently diſpoſſeſſed. But it is of very little 


importance to the preſent queſtion, in what manner 


their progenitors conducted themſelves five or ſix 


hundred years ago; and I mention theſe circum- 


| ſtances merely to convince, the noble author, that 1 


am not unacquainted with thoſe parts of Iriſh hiſto- 
ry to which his knowledge appears to be confined ; 
and that I have read ſome of thoſe works which he 
appears to conſider authentic. For the information 
of certain perſons who may chance to peruſe theſe 


pages after the work of the noble author, I think it. 


neceſſary to declare, that his endeavour to perſuade 


his readers, that the late rebellion in this country pro- 
|  eeeded from the ancient inhabitants, the Roman Ca- 
tholics, the claimants of forfeited eſtates, is as baſe 


as his aſſertions are falſe and maleyolent: and one 
. . very 
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| very remarkable circumſtance attendant on that 
event, is, that the only place where it aſſumed a 
formidable appearance was in the county of Wer- 
ford, the very part of our iſland where the firſt 
Britiſh inyaders landed, and where the firſt Britiſh 
colony was eſtabliſhed. | | 
It is very. poſſible that the greater part of the i in- 
habitants of Ireland may be « intoxicated with vi- 
ſions of liberty,” but the noble author errs extreme- 
1y in ſuppoſing that they have been urged on to the 
purſuit of it © by foreign gold.” However, as we 
are all very prone to form our opinions of others 
according to that which they have a right to form 
reſpecting us; and as the noble author evinces 
a particular attachment to arguments by analogy, 
Ve muſt not be ſurpriſed at the ſuppoſition®. The 
inſinuations and aſſertions reſpecting the Catholics 
thirſting for revenge, are groundleſs and flagitious, 
A race of people, ſo peculiarly oppreſſed as the 
peaſantry of Ireland, cannot fail to be diſcontent- 
ed; but it is illiberal and malicious, indeed, to ſub- 
ſtitute the word catholic for peaſant, upon every 
occaſion. The Catholics are not all poor, nor are 
the poor all Catholics. However ignorant in many 
reſpects the noble author -may be, he muſt know 
that all perſons debarred the advantages of inſtruc- 
tion, mult be illiterate; and he cannot ſuppoſe that 
A E mob i in England n without educa- 


* A mb that lets ont his genius to bire, may Gees have a very 4 


good one ; but he muſt have a vile and beggarly ſoul, and his performances 
Are, at the * but the baſeſt oh of petitioning for alms. 
Cato's Letters, 2d Vol. p. 198. 
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tion, ac a0 knowledge, liberality, and virtuey 
more rapidly than a papiſt mob in Ireland. It is 
truly melancholy to ſee religion ſo conſtantly made 
an excuſe for the moſt mean, immoral, and atro- 
cious deeds, and that Chriſtianity ® in particular, 
which we have every reaſon. to confider the moſt 
favourable to peace, virtue, and happineſs, ſhauld 
be ſo frequently rendered the tool of deſigning per- 
ſons, devoid of any attachment to their neighbour, 
their country, or their God. I believe that, in 
material points, all reaſonable and virtuous men 
muſt think alike; but unfortunately. it generally 
happens that thoſe people who talk moſt fluently 
on the ſubje& of religion, are ſeldom poſſeſſed of 
enlarged minds, cultivated underſtand Pute 
intentions. 
I do not imagine that the gilded bait of . : 
emancipation, will now delude the Catholics, who 
haye been too long learning in the ſchool of ad- 
verſity, to truſt the promiſes of intereſted oppreſſors. 
But even if this were of ſuch; mighty importance, 
that the laſt remaining ſupport of Iriſh indepen- 
dence was to be ſurrendered in exchange for it, 
what aſſurances ſhall we have that it will be grant⸗ 
as after this eee . Union s hp: will appar 


Even the Chriſtian religion can do but Little or no + wood þ ip pi of En 
tyranny, fince miracles have ceaſed 3 but is made to do infinite harm, by 
| being corrupted and perverted into a deadly eng ine in ine hands of 4 - 
rant and his impoſtors, to rivet his ſubjecti chains, and to confirm them 
wretches, ſlaves, and ignorants, I cannot indeed ſay, that they haye the 
Chriſtian religion at all amongſt them, but only uſe its amiable name to 
N abominable f and nonſenſe, and heavy oppreſſion. 

: 3 Cato 's Letters, 4d Vol, p. 94. 
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the Catholics in their claim to the fulfilment of 
theſe jnſidiouſly oblique promiſes? Who will com- 
pel the Britiſh Miniſter to the performance. of theſe 
ynguaranteed arguments? The well-educated claſs 
of Catholics are far ſuperior to being * the dupes 
of prieſts, of foreigners, of political reformers, of 
parties, or promiſes ;” nor do they look for that 
revenge which is ſuppoſed to be ſo delightfol;: 
and jn regard to the uneducated portion of that 
ſect, they cannot enjoy the high hanour and ſu- 
preme ſatis faction of ſtudying the noble author's 
tranſcendant productions. I ſhauld be glad tq 
know who informed him of the antipathies ſubſiſt- 
ing between the inhabitants of Ireland. deſcended 
from Engliſh ſettlers, and thoſe deſcended from 
colonies from other nations; and I ſhould alſo wiſh 
to know by what means he diſcovered, that the 
Fattle houghed, the. trees felled, the houſes at- 
packed, were only thoſe of Proteſtants and the poſs 
ferity of Britons, Theſe falſehoods are too ob- 
yious to require contradiction 3 but I ſhall once more 
intreat the noble author to withhold his dreams 
from the eye of the public, ar to have them print- 
ed as ſuch; and would therefore recommend, that 
inſtead of impaſing on mankind by giving his 
viſions the ſober title of «© Conſiderations,” he 
ſhould have a new edition of his pamphlet pub- 
liſned with the more 25 plc name of e 
Reveries, or Fancies. 
& Divide et impera,” has Jang been the maxim 
pf Britiſh Miniſters, with regard to this 3 | 
bs _ W have played this wick + hy 
ps - 
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that it ceaſes to produce its wonted effects, and EF 
conſequently the noble author will find it difficult 
to reviye under the novel appellations of « Coloniſts 
and Natives,” the almoſt obſolete parties of Qrange- 
men and Papiſts. It is now tolerably evident to all 
-parties, for what purpoſe they were irritated and. 
| oppoſed to each other; and I believe I may ven- 
ture to affirm that the Orangeman and the Papiſt 
are equally determined in their antipathy to the 
projected Union. It is not by oblique cenſures of 
the Orange party that the Catholics will be induc- 
ed to ſupport a meaſure replete with injuries to 
Ireland; nor is it by ſtigmatizing the name of 
Catholic, that the Orangemen will be cajoled to 
favour a plan ſo injurious to their country. Indeed 
we now have reaſon to hope, that both perceive 
the real cauſes of the efforts made to produce and 
promote diſſenſions amongſt them, and that it will 
not again be'in the power of deſigning villains 
with ſtrong heads and cold hearts; to difunite men 
who muſt ever find it their true intereſt to conſider | 
each other as friends and brethren. 

As I am only deſirous of giving a brief anſwer 
to what relates to my own. country, and have not 
beſides, the ſame opportunities of acquiring accu- 
rate information reſpecting diſtant lands, I ſhall ſay 
very little on the ſubject of America, on which 
the noble author has favoured us with ſuch a tedious 
diſſertation; at the ſame time, that I muſt remark - 
the ſame ſpecies of falſehood and malice in the ob- 
ſervations on American, as in thoſe on Iriſh affairs. 


I do not Perceive chat che American coloniſts who 
hy . „„ = .000%y 
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de drave the ſavages: behind the frontiers,” have | 


been in any degree more ſubſervient than the Iriſh 
coloniſts who mixed with the people by whom the 
land was inhabited prior to their invaſion ; and I 
firmly believe that the only circumſtance which has 


| hitherto preſerved the connexion between Great 


Britain and Ireland, is the nature of that connexion, 
and the degree of apparent and nominal indepen- 
dence poſſeſſed by the laſt mentioned country. 
America was loſt by being conſidered and treated 
as a dependant province, and Ireland may be loſt 
by the ſame means. The analogy between Scot- 
land and Ireland, is very obſcure; and yet by 
what means has that part of the iſland of Great 


Britain been preſerved to the crown of England, 


but by draining the country of its inhabitants and of 
its wealth ? Whilſt it poſſeſſed an appropriate por- 
tion of either, it was as prone to reſiſtance as this 
country; but 1 believe it is now well known that 


great part of Scotland has very little means of re- 
belling, unleſs the mountains could be diſciplined, 


and the rocks organized. The noble author in his 
copious diſquiſition on the affairs of Scotland, ap- 


pears to have totally forgotten the 2 rebellions 


which have taken place in that country ſince the 

Union; but theſe, as mere rifles, are entirely 

omitted in this brilliant and elaborate narration. 
However frequently and ſneeringly the noble 


author may uſe the term « Engliſh coloniſt, it 


- will never have the effect he intends to produce : 
on the contrary, there are very few among the in- 
habitants of Ireland who will not ſcorn the appella- 


tion ; 
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tion; and if the noble author would export all 8 


thoſe who deſpiſe the honourable name of Iriſhman, 
it would probably prove the moſt beneficial mode 
of reſtoring peace to this perturbed land. Iriſn- 
men really united (I do not mean to uſe the lan- 
guage of diſaffection) could defy either England or 
France; and if evet the day arrives in which reli- 
gion and political diſſenſions ſhall be annihilated, 
che inhabitants of this iſland will be equally adverſe 
ts French invaſions, and Britiſh Unions; equally 
Hoſtite to French troops landing with the avowed _ 
intention of effecting a revolution in the country, 
and Britiſh armies pouring in for the pretended 
purpoſe of protecting it from danger. The Engliſh 
Miniſter is little acquainted with the Iriſh fpirit, if 
he does not perceive that he is laying the founda- 
flon of à complete revolution: he muſt know that | 
Ireland is at this moment retained to the Britiſh 
empire by force of arms, and he cannot be igno- 
fant (for he has been repeatedly warned, both here 
and in England) that until there is ſome attempt to 
conciliate the nation, he muſt continue to preſerve 
the connexion with the ſword. This may poſſibly 
be juſt what he deſires, for this method of govern- 
ing a nation, is the moſt favourable for a ſyſtem of 
corruption. The taſk-maſters of Ireland may fur- 
niſh excuſes for new taxes, and the United Iri/omen 
in London for new Pe laws; but in _— midſt of 


diſſolved. The e Me, and nis partizan the 
noble 
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yoble author, will find, that in regard to their fa-- 
vourite project, , no efforts will have ſufficient power 
to remove ce the deep: rooted prejudice of Ireland. 

be queſtion of «© competency,” has been ſo of- 
ten and fo ably diſcuſſed, that I am unwilling to en- 
ter on the ſubject; but as the noble author wiſnes 
to know, why the right of fixing the Conſtitution in 
1782, was better than that of reſigning the Iriſh 
4 Parliament in 17992. I will anſwer him for the 
ſame reaſon that a man would have a better right to: 
accept for his hungry child food than poiſon. The 
Parliament of Ireland had a better right to aecept of 
| the final ſetilement- of 1182, firſt, becauſe it was ge- 
; nerally conſidered as a real and unequivocal benefit 
to the nation; and ſecondly; becauſe that if it had 
proved to be an erroneous arrangement, the next 
Parliament would have had it in their. power to cor- 
ect and reform thoſe parts which might require al- 
teration. But in reſpect to the preſent plan, it is 
far different; firſt, becauſe the meaſure appears/to 
be generally deemed an undoubted and poſitive in- 
jury to the nation; and ſecondly, that it deſtroys 


every poſſibility. of future reviſal or correction. 


When this pernicious | meaſure ſhall be once fixed, 
we ſhall have no reſoufce but in a revolution, and 
Aa revolution 3 it will infallibls produce. The noble 


len will . feel their dresgtb, ves they e cannot ebe upon it, 
or are afriid 9401s, Fe Rn * 


| Cato's Letters; 3d Vol. p. 126. 


5 * Thoſe who "Hong power, will endeavour to keep it, and · thoſe who ſuffet 
udder i it, will endea vour to take it away, and the event will be in the mo 
* Baaren 0 
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author calls “ the final ſettlement of 1792,“ 4 
« fatal bon; and I, as a ſincere friend to the true 
Iriſh independence, perfectly agree in the opinion. 
I think that had it not been for that fatal boon, 
' which has for ſeventeen years preſerved this country 
to the Britiſh empire, we ſhould long ſince have 
been a free nation, enjoying all the natural and po- 
litical bleflings for which we appear to be fo pecu- 
larly adapted. Our harbours would be filled with 
- ſhips, our towns with riches ; our nobles would be 
virtuous, our peaſants happy; our government 
vould be juſt, our people contented ; our friend- 
- ſhip would be courted, our reſentment feared. In 
. ſhort, the clouds of anarchy would be paſt, and the 


bright ſun of peace would illumine our happy ifland: 


Good God! How melancholy the contraſt /ſ— 
I cannot trace the ſoul-revolting picture. α That 
this final ſettlement was impoſſible to laſt” —T do _ 
not pretend to doubt; but that it has aided in pre- 
ſerving the connexion between England and Ireland 
longer than it would otherwiſe have continued, I 
have no doubt. A connexion between two coun- 
tries ſo ſeparated, muſt ever be unſtable; for not- 
wichſtanding all the rant of the faſbionable leyalifts, Fo 
it will always require an extraordinary degree of ad- | 


.  Qreſfsto preſerve a connexion ſo unnatural. 


The noble author has taken infinite pains to de- 
maonſtrate the iniquity of Britiſh Miniſters, in their 
' Conduct to this country. He imagines that the time 
arrived, when thoſe offences may be ſafely diſplay 

e, and he fancies that the Iriſh mind. will be ſo 

ſtruck, that i in the fit Pei of horror at the 


deve- | 


| 82 
Yevelopementof this eld juſtice, it will FRE 
in the abyſs of an Incorporate Union, as the only 
ſafeguard from future villainy. But he has entirely 


3 overlooked another train of ideas, which this exhi- 


bition of depravity may chance to produce in the 


minds of Iriſmmen, and which 1 do not think ne- 


ceſſary to detail in this place. His catalogue of 
offences is certainly juſt I attempt not to deny the 
multiplicity of placemen and penſioners; the venal 
titles, and the ſaleable peers; the empire of the 
Cuſtom- houſe, and the proſtitution of military 
honoqs. On the contrary, I rather believe theſe 
matters to be even worſe than the noble author re- 
preſents them; and I perfectly agree in opinion 
with him, that a remedy is deſirable, but not an 
Union; for that is a remedy worſe * 8 dif 
_ eaſe. 
It is ; extremely abfard, 2nd Gros a 1 | 
degree of i ignorance in his readers, for the noble 


author to inſinuate that the Iriſh Parliament has 


been peculiarly adyerſe to. Catholic emancipation; | 
as it is well known in this kingdom, that the ill fuc- 
_ ceſs of that meaſure was entirely produced by the 
intrigues of Britiſh Miniſters. The. recal of Lord 
Fitzwilliam, and all the tranſactions immediately 
preceding and ſubſequent to that event, are too re- 
cent to be forgotten by lriſhmen; and we are all 
well convinced, that even the preſent Parliament 
would be calily induced to accord thoſe privi- 
leges deſired by the Catholics: of Ireland.? Was 
ve . of ſo many penal laws, a matter . 

a eee Mii, e 
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| the reach, controul, and anthority of her indepen 


dent Parliament! ? And is it probable, that thoſe 
would have been repealed i in an Imperial Senate? 

Are the Engliſh people leſs prejudiced againſt the 
Catholics, or have they hitherto evinced more libe- | 
rality than the Iriſh Parliament! If we are to judge 
by the preſent ſtate of their penal code againſt the 


Catholics of England, and by the writings of ſuch | 


Engliſhmen as the noble author, we muſt conſider 
them to be ignorant, malicious, and diſhoneſt. The 
noble author affects to ſpeak with great commiſera- 
tion of the diſtreſſes of Ireland. The countuſs may 
poſſibly be the ſcene of much miſery, but the wretch- - 
edneſs of the inhabitants may alſo be much encreaf- 
ed by an Union. He muſt allow that there are 
many degrees of wretchedneſs; if he does not, he 
| Knows little indeed of the Iriſh poop. 
I do not exactly preciſely comprehend the pane- 5 
gyrics on Engliſh manners, and cannot help conſi- 
dering thoſe of the lower claſs as much leſs civilized 
than the manners of the Iriſh peaſantry, who are ge- 
nerous and hoſpitable, and conſequently civil and 
friendly to ſtrangers. The noble author's oblique 
cenſures of the Orange party, will not produce the 
effect he imagines, of conciliating the Catholics ; and 
I am well authorized to affure him, that ſome trifling 
conceſſions, in regard to a remoyal of the exiſting ; 
diſqualifications, would have more power in ſooth-. 
ing their diſſatisfactions, than the keeneſt hopes of 
revenge ; for his aſſertions reſpecting the « deſpair = 
and revolt of the Catholics,”. are as thoroughly de- 


yu of foundation as many of his other declarations. 


„„ 8 


| TY 
- 
; : 


- 1 hope that 11 the inhabitants of Ireland will ob⸗ 


ſerve and remember; that the noble author has heard 
4 an atrocious policy avowed in the public councils, 
by which they (the Iriſh) were to be armed and let 
| looſe upon one another.“ I hope the Proteſtant and 
the Catholic, the Orangeman and the United Iriſh- 
man, will never forget this confeſſion; that they 


will diſappoint ſuch ſanguinary views, and elude 


fuch the invidious endeavours of their plauſi- 
ble tyrants. Amongſt many other artful attempts 
in this ſhallow production, is that to reconcile 
the Engliſh by flattery and adulation of the groſſeſt 
fort,” to a meaſure, which is almoſt as injurious 
to their intereſts as to thoſe of Ireland. But if 
they can be cajoled by the trite expreſſions of 


great and generous nation, & c. &c. and the ful-⸗ 
ſome cant about « the virtues, the moderation, and 
the magnanimity of Britain,” ſufficiently to induce: 


them to throw ſuch a degree of power into the hands 
of a Miniſter, who has already disfigured the face of 
their once beautiful conſtitution, with the ſcars of deſ- 


potiſm; I ſhall only ſay that they are not the inde- 
pendent people I ſuppoſed them to be, and that the 


iron hand of power has injured them more than the 


Triſh, by degrading their minds, and extinguiſhing that 


ſpirit of liberty which aggrandized their country, in- 
vigorated its commerce, and enriched its inhabj- 
tants. Do they * that the iportadon of 7 


7 Alas! | Power daily 1 3 Bus with a eren too et 
ben. ; and a the balance between them is almoſt loſt, | 
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3 
ty or an hundred Triſh mercenaries, will not add to 
their hourly-encreaſing penal laws? Do they ima- 
gine that any Iriſhman, poſſeſſed of honeſt principles 
or public virtue, will ever be returned to the Impe- 
rial Parliament? Do they expect that. men wha 
{ell the intereſts of their own country, will ſhew any 


ſorbearance towards theirs? No. Much as they 


are deceived, and great as the efforts are to delude 


them, they muſt be ſenſible that none of the Au. 
go-Irifſs"! Senators will ever conſider any but their 
own individual intereſt. Men who have ſacrificed 


the welfare of their own country, for the paltry com- 
penſation of a few thouſands, a new name,* or a bit 
of ribbon, will not ſcruple to ſacrifice that of another 


country with equal facility. I have no doubt of the 
ſincerity with which the noble author would rejoice 
to ſce the ĩſland of Hibernia poſſeſſed of the ſame de- 


gree of independence as ( Scotland is, or York- 


ſhire, or Cornwall; but I ſtill truſt chat there exiſts 


2 ſufficient virtue in the land, to rejects wr” con · 


tempt, the proffered boon. 


As for the United Iriſhmen Gee CP au- 
thor, in page 43, ſeems to conſider as a party di- 
tinct from the Catholics, though in other places he 


appears to ſuppoſe that all the Catholics are rebels, = 
as well as all the rebels Catholics), I ſhall not ate 
tempt to vindicate their actions, or pretend to deve - 


lope their motives; but the noble author has made 


o many falſe aſſertions in the courſe of this work, 
that it ĩs not impoſſible that his account of the United 


.* Or aick-yame, as Godwin very truly calls it, 


Iriſhmen 


"IF 
bad may be remote "OA the Um In fu- 
fure days, 'when the clouds of prejudice ſhall be 
diſpelled, and the diſtortions of miſrepreſentation 
removed; when thoſe who now exert their various 
 tafents for the advantage or deſttuction of their fel 
low creatures, ſhalt be no more ; when peace ſhall 
return to bleſs the earth, and events long paſt ſhall 
de coltfidered with impartiality ; the United men of 
Treland will be judged: according to their merits, and 
the clear voice of truth will be heard in their de- 
Knce, or in their condemnation. Their motives; 
their intentions, and their errors, cannot now be 
 (iſcuſſed with any degree of juſtice or e 
| I ſhall therefore diſmiſs the ſubjeck. 

I It is very evident that the deſcriptions of perſons 
on whom Miniſters moft fear and doubt their 
power of impoſition, are the humane, moderate 
. men of all ſects, and the loyal Roman Catholics z 

242 cconſſderable body, whom they wifh to atrach' to 

their party. The noble author imagines, that hy 
f affecting to believe all the Catholies diſaffected, he 
will terrify the timid, and ſhock the courageous; 
by holding out the lure of complete emancipation, 

„ de wilt flacter the vaio, and rouſe the ambitious 3 


* W 3 by 3 acti inte an approbatioꝝ of 

ul things, fauQifted by thoſe names. Impoſture and deluſion have been 

called religion; and thought ſo ; oppreſſion and rapine have been called 

. governtaent, and eſteemed government; teachers have degenerated into 

deceivers; ſobmiffion into ſlavery without changing their names: power 
and right have been ever confounded; and fucceſs, or the want of _— - 

has turned eps into virtue, and virtue into villaiay. 
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| "a by expreſſing a deteſtation and abhorrence of 5 


the Orange faction and their offences, he will gra- 
tify the reſentful, and cajole the benevolent. In 
ſhort, it is very clear that he intends. to deceive all 
parties, and to promote the impending Union, by 
oppoſing them to each other. But ſurely the loyal 
Catholics may prove their attachment to the exiſt- 


ing Government, without meanly acceding to a 


meaſure detrimental to themſelves and to their Pro- 
teſtant brethren ; they. may reaſonably. expect a 
ſpeedy removal of their preſent diſqualifications, 
from a Parliament which has already removed ſo 


| many of their grievances ; ; and they may hope o | 


ſee the prejudices of the Orange party diſpelled, 
without ſeeing Ireland degraded and. deſtroyed. 
Indeed it is earneſtly to be wiſhed, - that their com- 
mon wrongs may annihilate their mutual diſlikes ; 
He they will ceaſe to be the dupes of men who 
have excited, diſſenſions between them, for the 
purpoſe of ſubj ugating both parties; that the Ca- 
tholic will remember that the Orangeman is his 
brother Iriſhman, and that the Orangeman will re- 
collect that if the Conſtitution (eſtabliſhed at the 
"glorious revolution) which he has ſworn to defend, 
be affailed by Engliſh Miniſters, he is bound to 
' oppoſe their endeavours. - If the Conſtitution be 
Injured, is it of any conſequence whether it be by 


a2 Pope or a Prime Miniſter? And if we are to. 


have innovations, ſhould it make any difference to 
us whether they are introduced by an I Iriſh Catho- | 
lic or an Engliſh Proteſtanc ? ? For my own part, 1 


conſider the Orangemen to be the party principally 


bound to oppoſe this threatened Union, and 1 

moſt ardentiy hope that all deſcriptions, religious 
and politi cal, will join in endeavouring to prevent 
- meaſure which will injure each, and benefit none. 


py That there muſt be; in a land ſo populous as this; 


ſome villains who would wiſh to enrich themſelves. 


dy the deſtruction of their fellow-creatures, I am 


ready to admit; but I flatter myſelf for the honor of 
my beloved country, that thoſe moaſters are only a 
ſmall number. This ſmall number, the noble au- 
thor appears (in page 44) to claim as the « Britiſh 
colony,” and I have no wiſh to diſpute with him 
the honor and advantage of their affinity. I am 
contented-'to. reſign them to him, and to denomĩ- 
nate the remaining inhabitants of- Ircland te W 
ibi, and my breibren. | | 
* To you, my Catholic brethren, 1 dab 17 
felf in particular, intreating you to remark and res 
member that the noble author ſays, that « revenge 
ec and the hope of prey, are your undiſguiſed mo- 
c tives; and you are only (© far leſs abſurd or leſs 
_ « gullty than the eoloniſt he has deſeribed, as you 
_ & believe yourſelves to have a right, according to 
« the laws of impreſeriptibility, to poſſeſs the lands, 
& which no time, no length of poſſeſſſon can alien- 
& ate, no acquieſcence transfer; and you rely tor 
& your hope of ſueceſs upon a Government, which - : 
& as it were from the very centre and focus of rob- 
et hery, adopts and aſſiſts every ſpeeies of plunder, 


« Cyery : attack upon OY poſſeſſion, every imo- 
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4 Þation* of right, and principle, and law, and pros 


« perty.” Behold, my brethren, the character 
given of you by an authorized miniſterialit—and. 


will you not oppoſe to the utmoſt of your power, 


the pernicious meaſure which ſuch a perſon wiſhes, 
and exerts himſelf to recommend? Were there 
no other or better motive for your oppoſing 
this injurious project, I ſhould think this a ſufficient 


cauſe. Do not, my friends, allow yourſelves to be 


duped by unclaimable promiſes, or intimidated by 


falſe accuſations ; do not ſuffer a feigned liberality, 


or an aſſumed. benevolence, - to impoſe on your un- 
derſtandings ; and above all things, do not concur in 
the revival of invidious e and ITE pres 
PRI 0 


1 muſt aſſure the noble 3 that ame his 


multitudinous miſtakes, none is more. conſpicuous: 


than that into which he has plunged, reſpecting the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland; amongſt whom thoſe 


who are capable of peruſing his elaborate perfſorm- 


ance; are in general infinitely ſuperior to him in libe- 
rality and knowledge of their native country; and 
thoſe who are in point of ignorance and bigotry, on 


—, level with the noble author, have not been ſo for- © 
tunate as to receive the degree of education requi- 


ſite for enabling them to profit by his labours. The 
poor illiterate peaſant, who believes that he has A 


better chance of ſalvation by going to Chapel than ta, 


W who chinks the . a more OE man 5 


8 


| Wo. If this be true, * ſhould 1 the nn Miniſter ts treat i the | 
| Goveratnent here mentioged with ſome eck tenderueſꝭ. ; 


chan 


| NP - | 
the Parſon, and cannot die in peace, unleſs pres 
| e. by bis clergy—is utterly incapable of compre- 
hending the eloquent and pathetic enumeration of 
miſeries produced and produceable, by the want of 
a Legiſlative Union with Great Britain. And-the 
enlightened Catholic, who is above the meanneſs 
of bigotry, who approves of the good moral princi- 
| ples of all religions, and though attached to his own 
particular tenets, neither decries nor ridicules thoſe 
of his neighbour —is infinitely / beyond the reach of 
the noble author's ingenuity. Another of this au- 
thor's falſehoods, I muſt alſo point out, though I 
believe there are few among the Iriſh, and not 
many even in England, who will not know the aſ- 
ſertion to be devoid of truth; I mean where he 
_ declares that the United Iriſhmen (or their Chiefs) 
cc will accept of nothing but this very Catholic Re- | 
public, under the protection of the Atheiſt Repub. 
lic.” The noble author poſſeſſes a moſt capacious 
credulity, if he really believes either that a < Catho- 
lic Republic” was ever propoſed in Ircland, or that 
ce an Atheiſt Republic” exiſts. The firſt I know 
to be falſe; the other I believe to be equally fo, 
The noble author alſo miſtakes extremely, if he ſup- 


15 poſes that the lower claſs of Iriſh rebels were led 


away by. any religious quixotiſm, ar that their dif- 
contents proceeded from < the cruel power of arti. 
C fice and deſign, upon.the deyout and agitated bo- 
c ſom of poor and honeſt ignorance, ſacrificing all 
66 things, ſuffering all things, and daring all things 
in the cauſe ſuppoſed of religion.” The Iriſh 
Peau are too acute for this ſpecies of im poſi | 

£ | + 1 tion, 


tion, and the moſt lighter: amongſt wech 5 
thoſe leaſt acquainted with. the cauſes of their inſur: 
rection, would probably inform him that they ce went 
with the boys, becauſe their neighbours Pat, and 
Darby, and ôhemos went, and becauſe if the boys _ 
got the better, they were to pay no tythes.” In 
many places where the late rebellion aſſumed the 
appearance of a religious war (Great God! that 
religion ſhould be ſo mentioned I) the hatred viſible 
was to the Orangeman, not to the Proteſtant, or oc. 
caſionally to a Proteſtant, only becauſe he was ſup- 
poſed to be of the Orange parcy, who ſome years 
ago drove four thouſand Catholic families from 
their homes—4 fact well known in every part of 
Ireland. The- Orangemen were originally the 
Proteſtant mob of Armagh ; the Defenders the 
Papiſt mob. Government feared their union, and 
conſidering the Orange party (from being ſuppoſed , 
profeſſed friends to revolutionary Principles) the 
moſt dangerous, adopted the method which has 
ſince been purfued, of protecting and counte= 
nancing them in oppoſition to the other party; by 


which means they have been rendered the dupes 


of deſigning men, who regard their welfare as lit- 
tle as the welfare of the Papiſt mob, to whom 
they would be facrificed in their turn, did Miniſters 
expect to derive any adyantage from the change. 

In general I difapprove af introducing into pub- - 
_ Heations like this the ſacred ſubject of religion, but 
I cannot on the preſent occafion refrain from re- 
| minding the Catholic, the Proteſtant, the Preſby- 1 
terian, and every other fect of Chriſtians, that * 


of the principal maxims inculcated by the fig 


of their religion, are comprized in theſe two ſens» 


tences, Do unto others as you would that others 


fhonld do unto you, and « A new commandment [ 
give unto you, that ye love one another,” Are 
theſe the principles of perſecuting ſectaries? Da 
theſe reſemble the tenets of political religioniſts ?®' 


Are theſe the axioms of miniſterial bigatry ? No | 
my brethren, theſe are the principles of charity, of 


kindneſs, of brotherly love, This is the religion 
of which ſo many talk, ſo few underſtand, and ſtill 


fewer practice. This is the ſpirit of that faith, by 
which I ſhould wiſh to ſee every ſect of Iriſhmen 


influenced. This is the religion which would ren- 
der all good and all happy. will not « uſe hard 
words,” and ſhall therefore overlook the acrimoni- 


ous obſeryations of the noble author, and avoid 

any enquiries into the true and original cauſes of 

the « foul, unrelenting; common een of both 

perſuaſons. 

Il do not d what 85 as kt can 
mean by the © real, neceffary, and indefeaſible de- 


pendance” of Ireland; nor can I diſcoyer why 
Ireland ſhould be thought more naturally depen- 


_ - dant than other countries of the ſame dimenſions, 
poſſeſſing ſimilar advantages, and ſeparated by the 
unbribeable ocean from all other lands. I-deny the 
neceſſity of her dependance, at the ſame time that 


| ; Cato's Letters, 3d Vol. p. 130. 


* Chriſtianity would fare never the worſe if its profeſſors were leſs poli- 
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1 perfectly agree in the propriety of her connexion 
with Great Britain, while ſhe finds it conducive to ber 
advantage, or profitable to ber intereſt. In fact, 


the only natural bond of union between the two 
countries is that of mutual intereſt, and nothing but 
the continuance of this intereſt can preſerve the 
connexion. The noble author tells us very can- 
didly, that the preſent order cannot laſt, and ought 


not to be re-eſtabliſhed, ariſes out of the 22 


dangers and neceſſities of England berſelf. 
any thing more clearly elucidate the true 3 


ments to this beneficent offer? Can any thing more 


plainly demonſtrate that the real motive for endea- 


vouring to procure this alteration at a time ſo im- 
proper, and under circumſtances ſo unpromiſing, is 


that the reſources of Ireland are neceflary for the 


ſupport of Great Britain; and as it is impoſſible to. 


proceed in this deſtroying war, without the ruin of 


fome part of his Britannic Majeſty's dominions, 


the Miniſter prefers the deſtruction of Ireland firſt ? 


If the. people of England know their own intereſt, 


© they will exert themſelves in oppoſing a meaſure 
which deſerves to be as unpopular with them, as it 


is amongſt the Iriſn: for unpopular it is, and ever 
muſt be in this country, notwithſtanding the aſſer- 


tions of ignorance,” the declarations of corruption, 


and the unceaſing efforts of place-men, ee 


and borough merchants. 


The noble author has taken infinite apt to 


prove that the preſent connexion between Great 


Britain and Ireland cannot continue, but he has not 


cpnirived to demonſtrate that any other connexion | 
between 


between theſe nations would be more beneficial; 
and although the pains he has taken to ſhew us the 
miſeries, dangers, and diſadvantages of our, preſent 
| ſituation have perſectly ſucceeded, he has not been 
equally fortunate in convincing us of the neceſſity, 
the convenience, or the expediency of the prof- 


| fered Union. I entirely agree. with the noble au- 


thor in thinking that ſomething * is neceſſary; but 


not an Union A reform in parliament is neceſſary 


— Catholic emancipation is neceſfary—Modifica-.. 
tion of tythes is neceſſary—Concluſion of the war 
is neceſſary Re · eſtabliſnment of the Britiſh con- 
ftitution of 1688 is neceſſary—Repeal of a multi- 
plicity- of new penal laws is neceſſary.— Many other 
things are neceſſary— But, a Legiſlative Union be- 
tween the two iſlands, is not neceſſary—A Legiſla- ; 
tive Union will deftroy the goodwill of the two, 
nations towards each other -A Legiſlative Union 
will annihilate the influence of the people, and 
emancipate miniſters from the authority of the law. 
In fine, a Legiſlative Union will place the whole 
power of mn in the hands of a few. gh | 
| gantic Oy | air 
* The wa y to cure 3 of their fears, is is not to 5 them kartber, | 
but to remove the cauſes of their fears, If the kingdom be Os ; 


7 et enquiry be made into the motives of that diſaffection. 
Cato's Letters, 3d Vol. p. 219. 


When the cauſes of FBI diſcontent are Fran x, particular diſcon- 
dents will ſignify nothing. | . 5 Page 220. | 


J It is the nature of power to be ever encroaching, and converting every 
extraordinary power, granted at particular times, and upon particular oc- 
caſione, into an ordinary power, to be uſed at all times, and where there 
iv no man 3 nor does it ever part willingly with any advantage. 

en | 711 27 WIN Letters, 3d Vol, p. 327. 
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%s remarks on the ſubjeR, 


It is abſurd to compare Scotland with Ireland. 
Scotland and England make one iſland , in point of 
ſituation, commercial advantages, foil, and climate, 
the latter is ſuperior to the former, Ireland, on 

the contrary, in point of ſituation, climate, ſoil, and 
capabilities for trade, is equal (in ſome reſpects ſu- 
perior) to England. I cannot perceive of what 
advantage it would be to Ireland to have a ſervile, 
artful, and ambitious native of this country purſuing | 


his own intereſt in the Britiſh Cabinet, or how it 


would benefit this country to have him reproached 
with being an Iriſhman. Would this produce any 
commercial advantages to our cities? Would this 


occaſion any civilization in our provinces? Would 


the proſtituted talents of a ſelfiſn and crafty ſchemen 
redound to our honour or add to our proſperity 2 
even though the influence of this Iriſhman. in the 
Britiſh Cabinet were the burden of Engliſh jea« 
louſy, the theme of conſtant invective, and ſome- 
times of deep and ſerious accuſation,” That Eng- 
land has often been accuſed « of injuſtice, unkind- 


neſs, and prejudice againſt the united kingdom” of 


Scotland, a very flight i inquiry will convince the no- 


ble a author but this is of no N material —_ £7 
quence to Ireland.“ 


At to the cant word of 1 1 find it as difficult to comprebend; 
as the noble author finds the word Ireland. One time the advocates for 
"rational liberty are called by this name; another time it i is beſtowed on 
the abettors of the wort of tyranny. TN. day, lam told that the friends of 
the real Britiſh Conſtitution are 7 4 to-morrow, 1 ſhall hear this 
- appellation given to the partizazy of e ferocious Reberſpiere. In ame. 


places ore is called the work ef Tacebins ; in others, reform is de- 


lincated as their deed. As I know. not in what light it may pleaſe the 
noble author to view this hacknicd expreſſion, I refrain from . to 


} It 


0 


1 melancholy to all of „ 
Fee If the experiment ſhould prove dotti- 
mental, what is the remedy ?— The catalogue 
vf horrors which · the noble author gives in pages 58 
und 39, is almoſt the only part of his work which 
rontains much truth ; and how the Union is to re- 

move all thoſe miſeries, is quite beyond the compre- 
honſion of my vulgar Iriſn underſtandigg. 
I think the noble author -perfeftly right in recom- 
mending the complete .cmancipatign. of the Catho- 
Aics; and I. ſincerely hope that the Parliament of Ire- 
Land will convince the world that they are not afraid 
of their Catholic -brethren, and would rather ſhape 
| Political privileges with; them, than be engulphed i in 
the vortex of a Britiſh Senate. 1 dem. that it is 
c more prudent and more natural for this independent 
Parliament ta melt into the Imperial, chan toireceive. 
the Catholic Pgrliament;” it is « more prudent, more 
natural,” and far more expedient, to admit their 
Catholic brethren, men who are intereſted in the 
| welfare of Ireland, with themſelves, and who will 
be doubly intereſted in it by ſuch an arrangement, 
to a participation of their Legiſlative rights, than 
to facrifice thoſe rights-at the ſhrine of a Britiſh Mi- 
niſter, who has ever fhewn an antipathy to their 
| country, who has plunged the Britiſh dominions in 
all the horrors of war, and deluged the earth with 
blood. The Catholic enemy to the Union expects 
emancipation from the Parliament of his native 
country; and, after all that has been accorded to 
him within the laſt ten years, he is well warranted in - 
expecting a farther extenſion of privileges. From the 
| G _ Binh 
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Britiſh ai he has no teaſdn to hope 85 


ſimilar advantages, for if that Parliament would not 
grant emancipation to the handful of Engliſh Catho- 
lics, why ſhould we expect them to demonſtrate 


more liberality and. kindneſs towards the multitude 
who profeſs that faith in Ireland? Again 1 muſt 
-» expreſs my ardent wiſhes, that the Catholics may 


not be intimidated by artful threatenings of ſuſpect- 


ed diſloyalty; and I ſincerely hope the day will foon 


i 


arrive when all invidious diſtinctions ſhall be de- 


ſtroyed; when * the United Iriſhmen ſhall not, 
remain to be put down, or to be put out by the 
Colonial Parliament, or by the Imperial; and when 


peace, happineſs, TY and e a 8 
illumine Ireland. 


zune zoth, 1599. 


"THE ENDs ' 
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